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From the Editors

Horizon Europe is the European Union’s key funding program for research and
innovation. It boosts the EU’s competitiveness and strengthens the impact of research
and innovation in developing, supporting, and implementing EU policies while tackling
global challenges.

HORIZON-CL5-2026-10-D6-01 is a flagship Horizon Europe Cluster 5 call for
proposals, named Flagship-pilot: large-scale demonstrations of CCAM.

CAVI is pleased to announce that it has been invited to be part of a team bidding on
this, more specifically for the CCAM-RITES Consortium for Cooperative, Connected and
Automated Mobility - Responsible Integration in the Transport Eco-System.

Barrie Kirk recently met in Ireland with Cormac McKay, Aeravai CCAM-RITES Project
Director. He has submitted the application to the EU along with the associated work
program and related studies for this highly competitive competition.

The team comprises 23 participants from Europe, Australia, and North America. They
include a wide variety of international, service providers, associations, vehicle
manufactures, new service providers, new vehicle manufactures, power management
experts, transportation experts, advocacy groups, universities, environmentalists, the
disability community, etc. They have many years of experience with projects of this
complexity and uniqueness.

The partners have campaigned for and supported responsible CAV deployment and
responsible integration in the transportation ecosystem. This includes urban, suburban
and rural locations to meet the goals of the CCAM-RITES project and the European
Commission's Flagship CCAM large scale deployment.

The project will build on the success and findings of past and current CCAM and
Horizon Europe funded projects.

T Cooperative, Connected and Automated Mobility



Canadian CAV News

Alberta is becoming an increasing global destination for aerospace autonomous
systems and defence innovation. At the recent Farnborough Airshow in the UK,
Airbus announced a partnership with Medicine Hat, Alberta
aerospace company Landing Zones. Landing Zones designs

and manufactures advanced drones that have both civilian and AIRBUS

military applications. Its products are piloted remotely or
autonomously. Through this partnership, Airbus has made an
investment in Landing Zones and has been granted one seat on . —
its board. The company’s Eagle drone is capable of flying at 1.3 v
times the speed of sound. It is used for testing weapon systems
such as the American Patriot missile system and other military systems. On the civilian
side, Landing Zones autonomous drones are deployed for high-altitude stratospheric
monitoring and environmental mapping. In March 2026, the company received a $1.1
million repayable interest-free loan from the Prairies Economic Development Canada
through the Regional Artificial Intelligence Initiative (RAIl) to commercialize weather-
sampling and defence Al drones. And, in April 2026, the company secured a major
growth equity investment from the Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC) as
the inaugural recipient of its new $300 million StrongNorth Fund, aimed at scaling
Canadian dual-use and stratospheric defense technologies. More information is at the
Airbus site at this link and this one.

Ontario-based Volatus Aerospace has formed a strategic partnership with the
California-based Kraus Hamdani Aerospace (KHA) to deploy its
long-endurance autonomous unmanned aircraft K1000ULE and
its Aerial Tier Network Extension (ATNE++) communication
system in Canada. Initial applications are focused on detecting
and monitoring wildfires, and expanding into emergency
management, arctic operations, and defence applications.
According to Volatus, the K1000ULE is capable of live fire KRAUS HAMDANI
perimeter mapping, thermal hotspot detection, fire behaviour

analysis, wind and terrain assessment, communications relay, firefighter tracking,
unified command support and post-incident damage assessment The partnership
includes plans for establishment of a Canadian manufacturing capability at Volatus'
aerospace facility in Mirabel, Quebec. KHA has been in business since 2016 and has
been awarded major contracts by the various branches of the U.S. military as well as
the U.S. Customs and Border Protection. More information is at this link.

VOLATUS
AEROSPACE


https://www.airbus.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2026-07-airbus-and-landing-zones-sign-strategic-partnership-for-advanced-uas-in-canada
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OYeaQEBIfruFBznuGf4nDwj2TujrkSdN/view?usp=sharing
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/08/05/3339223/0/en/volatus-and-kraus-hamdani-aerospace-partner-to-establish-sovereign-canadian-persistent-intelligence-capability.html

The Province of Ontario periodically provides funding to strengthen and expand its
vital automotive sector. One of the latest such actions is the recent

funding announcement for a $21 million combined investment that
will support 15 new Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN)
R&D Partnership Fund projects across the province. The funding includes $5 million
from the Ontario government and over $16 million from the private
sector. Some of the selected projects include HD mapping, electric @
vehicle technologies, hydrogen production, immersive training, 4
smart mobility infrastructure, and connected and autonomous

vehicles (CAVs). More information and the names of the 15 companies receiving
funding are at this link.
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Staying with OVIN, the University of Waterloo (U of W) and OVIN recently announced
a strategic partnershlp to transform university research and development into

commercial products and services that would be of benefit —
to Ontario’s automotive industries. U of W is arguably WATERLOO
Canada’s top technological university in mechatronics,

battery chemistry, nanotechnology, artificial intelligence,

robotics, and embedded software. Furthermore, WATCAR (Waterloo Centre for
Automotive Research) is the primary automotive and moblllty research institute at the U
of W. It serves as a central hub for connecting academic researchers with global
automotive manufacturers. Some well-known products and services such as
BlackBerry and Shopify were founded by former graduates of U of W. More
information is at this link.

International CAV News

Connected Vehicle technology known as Vehicle-to-Everything (V2X') has long been
touted as a life saver if/when it becomes widespread. To this end, the U.S. Department

of Transportation (USDoT) provided US$60
million in federal grants to prove this point.
Transportation organizations in Texas, Utah and

Arizona received funding to develop proof-of-concept projects to demonstrate to USDoT
that their life-saving technology is ready for prime time. The recipients were Texas A&M
Transportation Institute (TTI), Utah Department of Transportation (UDoT), and
Maricopa County Department of Transportation (MCDoT). Each organization
created an Operational Readiness Demonstration (ORD) — where each site had to
demonstrate that its V2X system performed safely, securely, and as designed. In July
and August 2026, TTl and UDoT showcased their ORDs for granting preemption to
emergency vehicles, red-light violation warnings, and vulnerable road user safety. The


https://www.ovinhub.ca/ovin-catalyzes-over-21-million-to-accelerate-automotive-and-mobility-innovation-across-ontario/
https://www.ovinhub.ca/ovin-announces-new-strategic-partnership-with-the-university-of-waterloo/

TTI ORD also showcased curve speed warning and right turn on red, while the UDoT
ORD showcased transit signal priority and Traveler Information messages. During the
TTI ORD, nature provided an unscripted stress test, with stormy weather forming during
one of the test. During some of the heaviest downpours, drivers approaching the test
intersection could barely discern the traffic signals. The V2X system, however, worked
exactly as designed - communicating real-time signal status, warning of potential red-
light violations, and detecting vulnerable road users. This showed that when human
vision fails, V2X can deliver critical, potentially life-saving information to drivers even in
low visibility conditions. MCDoT’s ORD is planned for later this year. More information at
USDoT'’s site at this link.

Autonomous technology is not just limited to ground vehicles. Swedish company

AirForestry has developed an autonomous drone
designed to do the work of a lumberjack. In a recent
demonstration in a real production forest, the drone
identified the right tree, proceeded to cut off its branches,
cut the trunk close to the ground, and then transported it out of the work area. The
lumberjack profession is a highly dangerous one in terms of workers safety. According
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics workplace fatality data (2024), the average rate
was 3.3 deaths per 100,000 full-time workers. By contrast, the average for lumberjacks
is around 84 deaths per 100,000 workers, which is roughly 23 times the national rate. In
that respect, development of this technology is significant. More information at this link.
A short YouTube video showing the drone in action can be viewed at this link.

Autonomous Vehicle industry constantly strives to improve safety of its products. This is
usually done through machine learning (ML), artificial intelligence (Al), and sophisticated
simulation systems. Another novel safety tool being developed

jointly by Waymo and Netherland’s Delft University of WAYMO
Technology (TUDelft), is the creation of ReD (Reference Driver)

that models the way people stay safe on roads. The aim is to test 4
this virtual human driver against its own robotaxis to improve
collision avoidance. ReD is based on a neuroscientific concept TU Delft

called active inference. This concept tries to mimic some of human

traits such as recognizing when something is out of ordinary, how fast an object is
judged to be approaching, or another vehicle failing to yield at an intersection, and then
reacting with braking, swerving, or a combination of both. Waymo intends to share its
research findings with other companies working in the field. More information is at this_
link. The full 25-page paper published in nature.com can be viewed/downloaded at this_
link.


https://www.its.dot.gov/research-areas/V2X-Deployment/deployment/accelerator/
https://www.autonocion.com/us/swedish-drone-lumberjack-drone-tree-harvest/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/mT2qZ61DG9M
https://www.engadget.com/2191225/waymo-made-a-virtual-human-driver-to-improve-its-robotaxis/
https://www.engadget.com/2191225/waymo-made-a-virtual-human-driver-to-improve-its-robotaxis/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-73345-0
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-73345-0

Small autonomous drones for carrying cargo or passengers get all the media attention.
Less attention is paid to the larger aircraft such as the established Airbus H145
helicopter with 9.5 million logged flight hours.
Using the H145 as the template, Airbus has
developed an autonomous version of it called |
the U145. This has been achieved by
completely taking out the cockpit where the
pilots normally operate from and allocating
the space to specialized sensor suite and
cargo space to transform the aircraft into a
3.8-tonne autonomous cargo transport. The = :
helicopter’s nose section has also been : p—
removed and replaced by clamshell doors to faC|I|tate Ioadlng and unloadlng of
equipment and cargo from the front of the aircraft. In addition to cargo missions, the
U145 pilotless helicopter can also be used for disaster response, firefighting, aerial
surveillance, armed scouting, and as a done mothership. The U145 is currently under
development with a predicted service entry in the early 2030s. More information is at
this link and on Airbus’s own site at this link.

When reporting on the AV industry, the media mostly highlights companies such as
Waymo, Tesla, Zoox, Aurora, and others located in the western hemisphere. However,
a great deal of AV development is happening in China for both

autonomous vehicles and vehicles equipped with Advanced A momenTa
Driver Assist Systems (ADAS). One such company is

Momenta, based in the Jiangsu province in the eastern coast of China, about 120 Km
west of Shanghai. Momenta is a pure software company. It makes products used in
ADAS such as urban and highway navigation systems, automated lane change system,
perception and object recognition system, parking assistance system, and other driver
assistance systems. The company’s current focus in long-term autonomous-driving
strategy is centered on developing systems for Robotaxis, Robovans, and Robotrucks.
Among its customers are Toyota, Mercedes Benz, Audi, BYD, General Motors and
others. General Motors, Toyota, and Bosch are some of the companies that have also
invested in Momenta. The company is listed on the Hong Kong stock exchange with a
market capitalization of approximately US$5.8 billion. More information at this link.

In October 2024, Tesla unveiled its own version of a robotaxi called a Cybercab. Then
on September 3, 2026, Tesla officially launched its Cybercab

service in Austin, Texas. Although a robotaxi such as those T SLnA
operated by Waymo and Tesla’s Cybercab provide essentially

the same service (a driverless taxi), there are some important differences. Whereas


https://newatlas.com/aircraft/airbus-pilotless-autonomous-u145-helicopter/
https://www.airbus.com/en/products-services/defence/uas/u145
https://cnevpost.com/2026/08/31/momenta-earnings-h1-2026/

Waymo uses various vehicles from different carmakers and retrofits them with an
autonomous drive system, Tesla’s Cybercab is designed from ground up to be a truly
autonomous vehicle with no conventional controls such as a
steering wheel, brake and accelerator pedals, and other
manual controls. Due to this, the Cybercab is not designed to
operate with a safety driver onboard. Furthermore, the
Cybercab has only two seats (for passengers) and is
manufactured by Tesla itself. The Cybercab is currently in
limited commercial operation in Austin. More information is at this link.

And finally, in August 2026, a new book called AUTOKILL was published by authors
Sam Schwartz and Cary Pepper. Schwartz is a former New York Clty Traffic
Commissioner (1982-1986). Some people know him by his _
nickname of Gridlock Sam. And, Cary Pepper is a
playwright/novelist. Briefly, the book is a near-future techno-thriller
where Connected & Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs) account for 25%
of all traffic in the United States. Robotaxis, autonomous delivery
vehicles, and self-driving freight trucks have largely transformed
public transit and logistics. As Congress prepares to enact new
federal regulations that would cement CAVs into the national
infrastructure, a series of suspicious incidents raises questions
about whether the technology is safe, or if it is actively being
weaponized. Mr. Schwartz started writing the book in 2019, a year
after finishing a non-fiction treatise on the promise and perils of the
AV industry called No One at the Wheel. More information is at the New York Times
book review site at this link or this one. The book is available for purchase on Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, Target and other retailers.

CAVI Speakers' Bureau

CAVI provides speakers for many different types of events across Canada, the US and
overseas. On the one hand, our keynotes and presentations have core messaging on
the status of CAVs, their deployment scenarios, and the impact on business plans,
government regulations, and almost all aspects of society. On the other hand, each
presentation is customized for the audience and the time available.

To inquire about a speaker for your event, please write to speakers@cavi-icva.ca



https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/goldman-sees-cybercab-giving-tesla-222209671.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/10/nyregion/autokill-sam-schwartz-book.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bPG_vxPYXEw3cyGkGbe9-xG_NWcTu7uJ/view?usp=sharing
mailto:speakers@cavi-icva.ca

Upcoming CAV-Related Events

October 1, 2026

October 4-7, 2026

October 7, 2026

October 19-23, 2026

October 27-29, 2026

November 3-5, 2026

November 13-16,
2026
January 6-9, 2027

April 21-22, 2027

Robotaxis and the most contested real estate in our cities:
the curb, online panel discussion by the Urban Robotics
Foundation

TAC Conference & Exhibition, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Call for presenters

OVIN Partnering Forum, University of Toronto Conference
Centre

ITS World Congress, Gangneung, S.Korea

Autonomous Vehicle Tech Expo, (North America), Novi,
Michigan

Aerial Evolution Association of Canada annual conference,
Montreal, QC

Florida Automated Vehicles Summit, Orlando, Florida

Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas, Nevada

Discovery X, organized by the Ontario Centre of Innovation,
Toronto, ON


https://www.urbanroboticsfoundation.org/event-details/robotaxis-and-the-most-contested-real-estate-in-cities-the-curb
https://www.urbanroboticsfoundation.org/event-details/robotaxis-and-the-most-contested-real-estate-in-cities-the-curb
https://www.tacconf.ca/call-for-presenters/
https://events.bizzabo.com/900595
https://2026itsworldcongress.org/ITS/120002/index.do
https://www.vehicletechweek-northamerica.com/
https://www.aerialevolution.ca/ae-conference/
https://favsummit.com/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://www.ces.tech/
https://events.bizzabo.com/855702/page/5901420/registration

About CAV Update

CAV Update is a free, monthly summary of news and analysis in the world of connected
and automated vehicles, and their impact on the private sector, government, and
society.

Chief Editor: Ahmad Radmanesh
Contributors to this issue: Barrie Kirk, Keith Fagan, and Donna Ellioft

To subscribe, click here. To unsubscribe, click here.
We welcome all comments; please send them here

The Canadian Automated Vehicle Initiative (CAVI) is an association for all stakeholders
in industry, government and academia involved in any aspect of the automated vehicles
ecosystem.

300 Earl Grey Drive, Suite 222, Ottawa ON K2T 1C1, Canada.
info@cavi-icva.ca www.cavi-icva.ca
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